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Poona, 23rd March 1900* 

Mr. Vinajak Shastri Khanapurkar has, I am glad to 
find, completed his Marathi Translation of the four works 
of Bhastaracharya and the Suryasiddhanta. 

Slowly but steadily he has been working for the last 
nine years, arid his perseverance has given us a complete 
tranRlation in Marathi of the principal Sanskrit Astrono- 
mical works. But the value of Vinayak Shastri's works 
is further enhanced by the fact that he does not merely 
translate the original but explains the reasons or the theory 
of every rule and formula^ contained in the Sanskrit 
Books. He thus combines with MB translations, the 
explanations which are usually given by teachers of 
AHtrouomy to their pupils and the nine Marathi Volumes 
written by him will enable any intelligent student to study 
for himself the subjects contained therein. 

The work lies been done under th private patronage 
of the Maharaja of Kolhapur, the chiefs of Aundh, 
Ichalkaranji, Bavda, Malkapur, and several other gentle- 
men iu the Ueccau, moat of whom undertook to pay yearly 

contributions for the purpose. Mr. Vinayak Shastri 
was kind enough to show me the volumes of the transla- 
tion as they were completed year after year and I have 

great pleasure iu stating that the whole work has been 
carefully and intelligently done. 

The last four volumes were examined by me this 
year, as the Shastri did not move out during the period OB 
account of plague. These have been done as thoroughly 
m the previous ones and I don't feel the slightest hesita- 
* tuni iu stating that the Shastri fully deserves the con- 
tinuance of the- support and patronage promised to him. 

It Is needless to say that the publication of tbese- 
tranalatious is highly desirable, and I trust the chiefs and 
gentlemen , who were kind enough to patronise the Shastr* 



<*) 

hitherto, will enable him to print and publish these books 
in a short time. Mr. Viuayak Shastri has done his duty 
oa his behalf, and I trust that steps will be taken to give 
the benefit of his labours to the public. It is an admitted 
fact that Sanskrit Astronomical works require to be revised 
in order to bring them up to date and the publication ot 
Vinayak Sbastri's translations will be the first and most 
important step in that direction. 

( Sd. ) Bal Gangadbar Tilak* 

It is now nine years since Mr. Vinayak Shastrr 
Khanapurkar began his series of Translations of Sanskrit 
Mathematical works into Marathi and it is a pleasure far 
find that he has given us nine volumes of the eeriea 
corresponding to the nine years from 1892 to 1900. Ho 
has translated Bija ( 189^ ), Lilavati ( 1893 ), Goladhyaya 
Parts I, II, ( 1 894, 1895 ), Ganitadhyaya Parts I, II, 111 
(1896, 1897 3 1898) and Surya Siddhanta Parts I, If 
(1899; 1900). The Shastri has studied Mathematics 
from English hooks and has, therefore, been well able to 
improve upon the original Sanskrit work in his transla- 
tions of them by supplying a reason why-for various* 
methods and formula? given in Sanskrit. In some places 
he has inserted whole new chapters to make the treatises 
more useful as may be seen from the %nmw in volume 
VII for the year 1898. 

Owing to the plague Mr, Khanapurkar was unable to 
move about for the last three years but it is satisfactory to 
find that he has been carrying on his work with persever- 
ance in spite of these difficulties and this year he ha^ fou r 
volumes to present to his patrons each representing hi fl 
work of a year. This shows that it is a labour of ' love 
with him. His is, no doubt, one of the very few instances 
of old Shastns working on the modern lines in the field of 
knowledge, and he thus richly deserves the liberal- 
patronage he has been year to year receiving. 

Poon&) 1 

29th March 1900. } ( Sd> ) v - B. Gokhale, M . A . 

I saw Mr. Vinayak Shastri Khanapurkar's 



( 3 ) 

He has already completed translation of three of the four 
parts ot the work- viz* c?ie5T^r%j ^froTTf^t^T 'Twiwjiirj first ? . 
second, and fourth parts of the original and commencing 
nfSrFTMPT ( third part in the original ) last year, he has 

completed T%ra TW*^ and ^53*^01 chapters of it this year- 
I have had no time to go through the whole of his 
this year's work ; but from what I have seen this year- 
and for the last two years, I can say with confidence that 
the translation and the demonstration and the explanation 
~ l ) of the original is correct. 

is one of the most difficult chapters of the 
and Mr. Viuayak Shastri's translation and 
explanation of it is creditable to him. 

Vinayak Shastri's love for the work is genuine and 
praiseworthy ; and the putronngu given to him by some 
tfeutlenutu in 'Poona and elsewhere is well deserved and 
may bo usefully continued, 

Poona Training College, ) /, N O i i T> TV *. 

3U February 1897. j < S(L ) Slmk * ar B " Dmt ' 

Mr. Vi.n:iya,k Shastri Klumapurkar lias this year 
translated into IVlaratlii I lie first, part of the Gaintadliyaya? 
which is one of the most important chapters of the great 
Sanskrit Astronomical work, the ftiddhant Shiromani of 
.Bliaskaraeharya. The traiialation is simple and clear and 
will bo easily understood by those who have mastered 
th(j technical terms. The subject is necessarily mathema- 
tical throughout. anl the present volume contains th 
methods ol 1 (ntiMtnidin^ the native \lmiuuic or Panchfing | 
of finding the apparent and iiiean]/':ices ol 1 planets, and de- 
ducing their motions, &o. A H I u< b -i it of native Astronomy 
will find the* hook of much help t.<; him ; and the labour 
splint hy the Hluistri de^'-rves to be rewarded. The 
Hlia>tri <les(>rves tho name patronage, this yoar, when ho pre- 
pared a nimilar book, Ifudcrsuch patronage, the Shastr* 
'will he able to give to tlio I'ublic. in a low years a com- 
plete translation oft ho wliolu ol'Biddhant Shiromani. 

s 'WML ( Rd. ) M. S. Golc, 

Principal, 
Fergusson College, 
Poona. 
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